
A. Tom F. & Gladys Seale Fund | 1986
Although childless, Tom and Gladys Seale 
loved children.  Tom was an engineer 
with Kerr McGee and designed the 
first off-shore drilling rig.  Prior to his 
death in 1989, the couple established an 
advised fund to support several youth-
serving organizations.  Mrs. Seale died in 
2006.  A bequest in their estate ensures 
the fund will continue to support these 
organizations and the cardiac care unit at 
St. Anthony Hospital.

Willie Elizabeth Shipley  
Scholarship Fund | 1981
The fund was established through a 
bequest in Miss Shipley’s will to provide 
scholarships for students who reside in 
western Oklahoma.  Miss Shipley was 
a longtime employee of the Oklahoma 
State Senate. Awards from the fund 
are made through the Oklahoma Youth 
With Promise program that assists 
Oklahoma foster children seeking a post 
high school education.

Scott & Geneva Smith Fund | 2000
As graduates of Central High School, 
Scott and Geneva Smith were made 
aware of the Oklahoma City Community 
Foundation through the Central High 
School Alumni Association Scholarship 
Fund.  Their fund supports donor advised 
distributions.

Southwest Homebuilders  
Association Fund | 1999
The Southwest Homebuilders Association 
represents more than 50 homebuilders 
who build a project house each year 
and donate a portion of the profits from 
the sale to a charitable organization or 
project.  The proceeds from the sale 
of property established the fund that 
benefits charitable organizations in 
south Oklahoma City and the Wendell 
Stewart Scholarship Fund, an endowment 
the group established in honor of an 
association member.

Olive May Steward Fund for  
Human Services | 1994
The fund was established through a 
bequest from Miss Steward’s estate to 
serve the basic welfare and health needs 
of Oklahoma City residents.  Ms. Steward 
was the daughter of Judge Seymour and 
Mary Grace Steward and worked for many 
years at First National Bank. 

Walter Stiller Fund | 2002
The fund was established through a 
bequest from Mr. Stiller to support the 
Fund for Oklahoma City.  An Oklahoma 
City native, Mr. Stiller retired as treasurer 
of Macklanburg-Duncan.  A member of 
Zion Lutheran Church since 1918, he lived 
to the age of 99.

Tom A. Thomas Jr. Fund | 1979
Tom A. Thomas Jr. flew combat missions in 
World War II and was a collector of World 
War II aircraft.  Along with his brother, he 
operated Thomas Concrete in Oklahoma 
City and was active in the pre-cast concrete 
business for 26 years.  Gifts from trusts 
established in his estate benefit more than 
40 charitable organizations.

Thomas Utterback Fund | 1999
Established through a bequest in Mr. 
Utterback’s will, the fund supports 
projects in south Oklahoma City and 
scholarships.  Mr. Utterback was a 
longtime banker in Oklahoma City and an 
active supporter of the Capitol Hill area.

R.A. Young Foundation Fund | 2007
Born in Indian Territory in 1904, R.A. Young 
was an astute businessman who loved 
Oklahoma.  He was one of the founders 
of TG&Y, a chain store company that had 
more than 920 U.S. locations when it was 
sold in the 1960s. Through a bequest in his 
estate, a portion of his private foundation 
was transferred to the Oklahoma City 
Community Foundation and supports 
annual grants to charitable organizations 
including the public library in his 
hometown of Kingfisher.

Ruth Mershon 
A physician for 47 
years, Ruth Mershon 
was a caring and 
well respected 
anesthesiologist. 
Born in 1924 in 
Pushmataha 
County, Okla., Dr. 
Mershon earned her 
medical degree from 
the University of Oklahoma in 1949 and 
worked first in Hutchinson, Kan. before 
returning to Oklahoma City in 1975.  
She was raised in a family environment 
that valued education and the arts; her 
grandfather was a college professor 
and her mother was an avid reader and 
advocate for public libraries. 

In planning her estate, Dr. Mershon 
directed that all remaining assets of her 
retirement accounts be used to establish 
an endowment at the Oklahoma City 
Community Foundation.  Since her 
death in 2000, the Ruth Mershon Fund 
has supported the areas Dr. Mershon 
had most cared about such as the arts, 
animals and education.

For Kelvin Zhang, a 2006 graduate 
of Edmond North High School, Dr. 
Mershon’s generosity meant he could 
focus on his studies while attending 
North Carolina State University.

“One burden many students face, 
especially out-of-state students, is the 
financial aspect of paying for college,” 
he says. “Receiving the Ruth Mershon 
Scholarship definitely helped ease my 
stress in paying for college.”  Kelvin 
graduated from college in 2010 and is now 
employed as a manufacturing engineer.
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