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AcademicWorks Increases Scholarship Opportunities
In 2013, we moved the application process for more than 90 of the 
scholarship endowment funds to an online site through a service 
called AcademicWorks. The first year, we witnessed a 30 percent 
increase in the number of applicants. We have since added more 
scholarships to the online application and in 2014, again saw a 30 
percent increase in number of applicants. While certainly reducing 
the amount of actual paperwork our staff has to handle, the online 
process is convenient for the many volunteers who evaluate the 
applications. For students, the online application process provides 
them access to more scholarship opportunities. It’s a real win-win 
for everyone involved.

Involvement of non-Trustee Volunteers on Committees
We have always been fortunate to have a great group of 
volunteers man our grants committees and Fiscal Year 2015 
was no different. With the addition of the Wellness Initiative 
and changes to the Margaret Annis Boys Trust and Parks & 
Public Space Initiative, we have added some new voices to the 
mix. Also, a new committee has been established to provide 
oversight for the Charitable Organization Endowment Program 
and GiveSmartOKC.org. All committees are chaired by a Trustee. 
On page 53 we list the volunteers who served on the committees 
during Fiscal Year 2015. 

Sculpture Honoring John Belt Installed in Paseo District
Following the 2013 death of John Belt, our longtime general counsel, the Oklahoma City Community Foundation 
partnered with the Paseo Arts Association and asked artists to submit a proposal to create a sculpture in his honor. 
Through a competitive process, artist Jonathan W. Hils was selected and awarded $30,000 to create his vision, 
Flamenco. Mr. Hils is an arts professor at the University of Oklahoma. The sculpture was permanently installed on April 
23, 2015 in the median at the intersection of Paseo Drive and Northwest 29th Street in the Paseo Arts District. John 
was a passionate advocate for the arts and helped to transform the Paseo Arts District into a thriving haven for artists. 


