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Robert C. Saunders | 1994 n
Leonard H. Savage | 1973
Steve & Elizabeth Schatz | 2006 n
Kermit Schafer/Braden Park, L.L.C. | 1999
Bill & Kim Schlittler | 1998 n
Milton H. Schonwald | 2005
Curt Schwartz Lyric Scholarship | 1986
Charles & Alleyne Schweinle | 1975
Willard & Lucille Scott | 1976
Steve & Becki Seay | 2005
Lee & Janice Segell | 1997 n
Seligson Flower Fund | 2008
Seminoff, Bowman & Associates | 1976
George & Sharon Seminoff | 1974
Gregory L. Shadid Memorial  

Scholarship Fund | 2007
Ben & Shirley Shanker | 1974 n
Joseph R. Shaw Foundation &  

Ann M. Shaw Trust | 2006
William F. & Pam Shdeed | 1976 n
Phyllis T. Shelton | 1999
Carrie Shirk Memorial/Lucyl Shirk | 1970 n
George H. Shirk | 1978
Carl & Beth Shortt | 1994 n
R.L. & Jeannette F. Sias | 1982 n
Tracy & Suzanne Silvester | 2002
Ann Gordon Singer | 1998 n
Morris & Libby Singer Foundation | 1977
Paul L. & Helen I. Sisk  

Charitable Trust | 1998
Skirvin Hotel/Marcus Corporation 

Foundation | 2005
R. Emery & Mary Lee Smiser | 1978 n
Smith & Kernke Funeral Homes  

and Crematory | 1998
Joe B. Smith Trust | 2007
Paul & Lillyanne Smith | 1978
Philip E. & Vivian S. Smith | 1986
Ruby Mae Smith | 1997 n
Earl & Cornelia Sneed | 1974
Soroptimist Club of Oklahoma City | 1974
Robert H. & Lynnie Spahn | 1999
Melvin & Dena Spencer | 1977
Mr. & Mrs. E.M. Stanley | 1987
Stephen L. Stark Memorial Fund | 2002
Roy P. & June W. Stewart | 1978
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company | 1986
Mary Deane Streich | 1999
Charles & Lois Stuart | 1977
Harold C. & Joan S. Stuart  

Foundation | 1988
Mrs. R. T. Stuart | 1977
Rose Karchmer Sugerman Memorial | 1998
Fern Sullivan | 2006 n
Carol Daube Sutton | 1982 n
Dr. George Miksch Sutton | 1971

George Miksch Sutton
Renowned ornithologist and artist George Miksch Sutton’s fascination with birds 
started as a young boy. Born in Nebraska, his family moved every few years and he began 
at an early age to collect bird skins, feathers, bones, eggs and nests from the varied areas 
of the country in which the family lived.  At the age of 13 he completed mail-order 
taxidermy lessons and had developed a collection of various birds and mammals. By the 
time he was 16, his first bird drawing as well as several articles had been published.

Known as “Doc” to his friends, Dr. Sutton was educated at Cornell University and 
worked at both the Carnegie Museum and the University of Michigan’s Museum of 
Zoology.  After serving in the Army Air Corps during World War II, his career path 
would eventually lead him to accept a professor of zoology position at the University 
of Oklahoma in 1952. In addition to his classroom responsibilities, he traveled 
extensively to observe habitats, collect specimens and to paint.  His travels took him 
throughout North America including the Arctic Circle.

Although he retired in 1968, Dr. Sutton remained the curator of birds at the university’s 
Stovall Museum of Science and History and continued to work with graduate students and 
paint.  A prolific storyteller and writer, Dr. Sutton was the author of 18 books and left 
behind numerous manuscripts following his death in 1982. Thanks to a group of friends, 
his last book, Birds Worth Watching, was published in 1986.

In 1971, Dr. Sutton established the George Miksch Sutton Fund at the Oklahoma City 
Community Foundation to support the Oklahoma Zoological Society, encouraging 
the appreciation, study and preservation of bird habitats. This fund now comprises 
a Charitable Organization Endowment supporting the Oklahoma Zoological Society 
with an annual distribution.

Dr. Sutton’s passion for the study of birds is also continued through the George 
Miksch Sutton Avian Research Center in Bartlesville, Oklahoma.  Since its inception 
in 1983, the nonprofit organization has worked to find cooperative conservation 
solutions for birds and the natural world through science and education. In addition, 
Dr. Sutton’s work can also be viewed at the Oklahoma City Community Foundation 
where more than 70 of his original bird paintings, that once were a part of the 
Kirkpatrick Center art collection, are now displayed throughout the building.


